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THIS IS THE FINAL NOTICE TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

Please note that this will be the last issue coming to those who have 
not renewed their membership for 1980-81. If it has slipped your mind, please 
contact the Membership Secretary at once before your name is crossed from the 
mailing labels. As a final reminder, we have marked your address label on the 
back cover. If a red 'X 1 appears on your address label, it indicates that we 
have not received your renewal. 


MEMBERSHIPS FALL INTO THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: Life - $200.00; Contributing - 
$20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - $12.00; Student - $5-00; 
Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) and Senior Citizens ~$5*00« 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Barry Cherriere, 
506- 575 Queonston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K 1K1 (Phone 560-7476). 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is' interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. Our meet¬ 
ings are held monthly September to May inclusive and visitors are always wel¬ 
come. Outdoor field events are scheduled throughput the year and a complete 
program for the entire season may be obtained from the Membership Secretary. 

ARTICLES COMING UP : Rainy River Birding, Report From Austria, 1980 Phenologlcal 

Summary, Spooky Hollow, Hamilton Birding Hotspots? & more. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 


At time of writing on October 10, Monarch Butterflies are still moving 
through my back yard. I hope that this indicates that winter's frost is 
still a few weeks away. In the Dundas Valley the Goldenrods are fading 
but the Asters and the Fringed Gentians are at their best. 

Plan GO for Burlington 

On September 0, eleven Burlington members of the H.N.C. members met at the 
home oj_ Mrs, Ruth Summers to think about planning for the future in Burlington 
rrom a naturalists point of view and to make suggestions to the Department of 
Recreation Services with regard to their Plan CO Questionnaire, We urged 
that the Niagara Escarpment Plan be not further eroded, that there be stricter 
green belt zoning with areas to be left in their natural state to provide 
suitable habitat for the survival of the native flora and fauna, that some 
areas of parkland be left unmanicured, that the Bronte Creek Valley and 
other natural creek valleys be preserved in their natural state for the 
en joywent.or future generations, that all present road allowances,to the lake 
shore be kept open for public use and that bicycle paths be extended and become 
a part of ruture city planning. Thanks to all who manned the telephones to 
spread the word about this meeting, 

Bruce Trail Annual Meeting 

lh<e Hamilton Naturalists’ Club participated in the Bruce Trail Annual Meeting, 
£?ejptemLer 19-21 held at the R.B.G, Centre, Our Display depicting our sanctu- 
ari^syas well received. Sincere thanks to Marion Shivas for her help and 
direction in setting up the display. I had the fun of leading the Friday night 
(after dork) hike through Hendrie Valley and a nature walk along the North 
ohore trails on Sunday, Perfect September weather made.both outings enjoyable. 

No Tre.spassing 

The new legislation passed by the Ontario Government in October with regard 
to trespassing and the responsibility of the land owner towards those who use 
his property is very welcome. As landowners, we of the H.N.C, appreciate this 
clarification as to our responsibility to those who use our trails. 

You will note that the property to the north of our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 
has been posted and that The Burland property to the north and east of our 
Short Hills Wilderness Area has also been posted. Motor bikes, snowmobiles, i >■ 
beer parties and campers with Fires etc. have caused concern to these owners. W 
We would urge that members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club honour these "No 
Tres passing" signs until such time as the owners are contacted and permission 
granted for the members to use these areas once more. Let us be good heighbours, 

HELP! HELP! HELP! H E L‘ P ! H E L P ! 

Because of the extensive growth this year and last winter's wind storms, 
the trails in both sanctuaries need much clearing. We will work on Short Hills 
in the spring but November 1st is the day vie plan to move in on Spooky Hollow. 
Bridges are in need of repair, corduroy trails should be laid in the wet spots, 
deadfalls across trails must be moved and some excess growth cut back. Side 
trails should be marked with ribbons. The sign has been pulled down and should 
be put back in place. 

There is something for everyone to do and we ar e cou nting on your helj). Bring 
along your tools - chain saws, axes, saws, hammers, pru:ning shears - whatever 
you may have for clearing trails and repairing bridges. Would you please call 
Marion Shivas 620-6046 or Hazel Broker 527-0333 to let us know if we can count 
on your help. We would like to set up work parties and plan the direction of 
our attack. Many hands will make light the task ahead. Meet at the Mountain 
Plaza, Upper James and Fennel, Hamilton at 0:30 a.m. Bring your lunch and lots 
of energy, (continued next page at bottom) 
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jj.***#*****#***************^************-*-*****##******#****************************** 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 

■ - ■ ■ »■-••■-- . - . . ■ •’ ■ ■ -X- 

* 

Tims Monday November 1Q.19GO at h;00 p.ra. * 


Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

6C0 Plains P.oad Meat, Burlington, Ontario 

Speakerh^K MB. PIERRE MINEAU will present a programme entitled 

IM> "EVERYTHING YOU BANTED TO KNOW ABOUT GEESE PUT MERE 

,W TO ASK" 

■- ) \ Mr. Mineau is a member of our Club and works out of 

\ flonorl n f!r»n ^rn fnr Tnl nrirl Y7nl*-'r.n T-7r> r <^7 on ' y tin 1" Vi.fi 


"EVBP.YTI-IIHG YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT GEESE PUT MERE AFRAID * 

TO ASK" * 

* 

f -X - 

Mr, Mineau is a member of our Club and works out or the * 
Canada Centre'for Inland Waters, He beIon 33 to the Canadian* 
Wildlife Service branch of Environment Canada and is * 

concerned with environmental conservation. He works fre* * 

quently in the field. Don't miss this opportunity to * 

learn about these fascinating birds. Plan to attend now, * 


NEXT MEETING -'Monday December G, 19CO 


VISITORS' WELCOME 


STAY FOB FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENT 


A 

X-*********************************************************************************** 

CLUB FIELD EVENTS NOV/D5C.19GO CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER.! - S;30 a,m. 

Workshop in Spooky Hollow - Brin 3 chain saws. pruning snips, hammers 
etc.-any tools useful in clearing trails, building and repairing 
walkways and bridges. Many helping hands are needed to put our sanctuary 
in shape for winter. Meet at Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennel, 
Hamilton at C;30 a.m. or at Spooky Hollow at 9:4." a.m. Bring a lunch. 
Leader; Marion Shivas Dundas 920-0044 

Directions to Spooky Hollow : Take Hwy. #24 south of Hwy. #6 Junction(near 
Port Dover) to sign reading "Normandale Furnace”, Turn left on gravel 
road and follow around 303 to bottom of hill. Entrance is on the right 
just past the small bridge. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 - all day 

Fall Bird Count:Many volunteers are needed for our annual count. No 


fee. Call Bruce for areas. 
Compiler? Bruce Duncan 


Caledonia 743-3322 


* SA TURDAY. NOVEMBER 15 - 2:00 p.m. ( *This date was incorrect in the Oct. issue) 
What's still blooming and "fruiting in the Dundas Valley? To find out 
meet at the parking lot at the corner of Main St.(Hwy.#G) and Governor's 
Road, Dundas, 

Leaders: Dorothy Curtis-Hare Hamilton r 45-2274 
Dean Gugler Hamilton 320-7139 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 - all day 

Christmas Bird Count Volunteers are needed to take part in this 
international bird count. There is a small fee of $2.00 to defray costs, 
of compilation and publication in 'American Birds'. 

Compiler; George North Burlington^ 634^5433_ 

Hope to see you in Spooky Hollow on November 1st and at the monthly meeting on 
November 10th. Jim Dowall and Donald Babb will be on hand to greet you that evening. 

Hazel Broker. 
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TERN TALK 


by Michael Clark 


The sign there is a new avian presence at the Dundas Marsh in late August 
is a very loud and wildly emphatic noise, that sounds something like a cross 
between a jet fighter breaking the sound barrier and a Red Tail with bloody 
revenge on its mind. It is a noise, a call, an explosion of raucous sound, 
guaranteed to stiffen the flagging nerve, or wake any lethargic birder out 
of his glorious dream of spotting, say, a curlew sandpiper or a peregrine. 
"KEEYEROWWR!" What a racket! The Caspian tern has, so to speak, dropped 
his calling card. And as you look, atop Mullock's tower, you see a white, 
gullish bird, rowing dead ahead and straight through the air like a jet-age 
turtle. But our gungho tern's repertoire is far from exhausted: the "KEEYER- 
OWWRl KEEYEROWWR! KEEYEROWWR!" one most often hears as he plows feverishly 
through the air is really just your basic Caspian. (What is he saying, as he 
charges along in bullet-like isolation? CLEAR THE TRACK!? Or is he just trying 
to stun fish to the surface with his roaring sonic boom?) 

When operating in the bay area off "The Point", for instance, one does 
not hear so much the explosive "KEEYEROWWR!" as, perhaps, variations on this 
basic call. Thus the ear is soothed and delighted by such vocalizations as: 
"Eh-Ey-YAH! " } or, "EEEEYAWH! , others include the melodious "OW-O.W^.j" and the 
finely rendered "OW-E-YAH-Ryow!" Now it may be that these emphatic "songs" are 
words of cautionary advice to the younger Caspians on hand. Or they may 
represent an ongoing Caspian conversation about the weather, the best places 
for fishing, the general laziness of Ring-Bills, or something as common as 
"How's your kids!" There was no doubt about the intent of one loud agonized 
cry, however, as one adult chased another who had caught a fish, when he let 
out a piercing 11 YERWR-YEWRR-YA -y a -KARAWR 1' ' 

And while the old are roaring and shouting away, the young Caspians 
are picking up the habit. As they fly about in hysterical imitation of 
their parents, they utter a rather plaintive half-screech; "Buh~ 6_ yn", which 
is often repeated three times. This, even more plaintively, they will repeat 
when at rest, their great toucan-like bills gaping, as if to say: "I'm hungry"; 
"Give me some food." This too sometimes sounds like; Uh-'. J -Yuh", or, in 
a more strenuous version, when they are either starving or are nearing young 
adulthood: "uh-WHEEEEEE- Yuh !" 

What the Caspian says, perhaps only the Caspian really knows. Equally 
different, perhaps unique, is their behaviour while standing among their water- 
bird friends on the mud flat. For the Caspian does not appear to preen, or 
snooze, or sun-bathe like the Ring-Bills and Mallards; nor is it busily picking 
away at the mud like the Pectorals, Leasts and Stilts. It simply stands 
there, perhaps dreaming of better times, or planning the next stage in its 
migration. At times it flocks with the Ring-bills, But when at rest it 
looks somewhat jittery and tense, peering about quizically, turning its 
un-likely looking head sideways and up, like a toucan. 


G ROUP SHOW SCREEN 

We invite members to share their slides on the Group Show Screen which is set 
up at the monthly meetings. Call Phyllis Morrow at 387-1104 or sign up for the 
month of your choice on a sheet which will be displayed in the foyer. 19 slides 
plus a name slide are all that's needed. 

Slides displayed at the September and October meetings were provided by the 
following members to whom we extend our thanks. 

September 8 - Barry Gherriere, Lois Evans, Kay and John Ryckman, 

October 6 - John Giles, Bill Gilmour, George Globe and Jill Loosley. 
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REPORT ON FALL DIfiD HIKE, SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 1900 

by Mar# Pomfret 

Ten enthusiastic birders joined KevinMcLaughlin for a fall bird hike.' in 
the Dundas marsh and lakeshore areas. While all were gathering our president 
came by to wish us good birding on her way to lead a nature hike for the Bruce 
Trail Annual Meeting. 

After a somewhat slow start at Woodland Cemetery where our most interesting 
sighting was our first good view of an osprey. We stopped on Valley Inn Road 
where we saw numerous wood ducks and seven Swainson's Thrushes in a flock at 
the foot of a tree. We then moved on to McMaster Landing where we added several 
ducks and shorebirds, including a sora rail and a short-billed dowitcher, to 
the list. Ray had brought along a window kill, a confusing fall warbler identi¬ 
fied as magnolia. This provided us with the uncommon opportunity of closely 
examining one of these small birds. 

Next stop was Spencer Creek where we saw many kinds of fall warblers 
including parula and orange-crowned, several osprey, as well as shorebirds, 
including a Baird’s sandpiper. Here also we examined a dead baby snapping 
turtle the size of a silver dollar. 

After lunch at the Arboretum where we met up with many Bruce Trailers, we 
finished the day at the Toll Gate ponds where we saw 1G black-crowned night 
herons in the air at one time and an immature Foresters tern, Here also we 
picked up and examined a lesser yellowlegs that had difficulty flying and saw 
several diving ducks. Thanks to our knowledgeable leader, it was an enjoyable 
day. Species seen during the day were: 


1 . blue jay 

29. pintail 

2 , robin 

30, common gallinulo(juv.) 

3, crow 

31. solitary sandpiper 

4. flicker 

32. sora rail (adult) 

5, great black-backed gull 

33. Canada goose 

6 , mallard duck 

34, double-crested cormorant 

7. ring-billed gull 

35, great blue heron 

8 . spotted sandpiper 

36. short-billed dowitcher 

9. starling 

37, Caspian Tern 

18. osprey 

38. house sparrow 

11 . hairy woodpecker 

39. downy woodpecker 

12 . blacfc=>crowned night heron 

40. magnolia warbler 

13. wood duck 

41 bay-breasted warbler 

14. killdeer 

42. chickadee 

15. king fisher 

43. chestnut-sided warbler 

16. blue-winged teal 

44, palm warbler(many) 

17. cedar waxwing 

45. yellowthroat 

18. Swainson's thrush 

46. song sparrow 

19. black duck 

47. yellow-rumped warbler 

20 . red-winged blackbird 

48. redstart 

21 . cowbird 

49. blackburnian warbler 

22 . catbird 

50. Philadelphia vireo 

23. veery 

51. black-throated green warbler 

24. American Wigeon 

52. black and white warbler 

25, greater yellowlegs 

53. parula warbler 

26. lesser yellowlegs 

54. black-bellied plover 

27. green-winged teal 

55. Baird's sandpiper 

28,pectoral sandpiper 

56. semipalmated plover 

66 . herring gull 

57. Bonaparte's gull 

67. Forester's Tern 

58. dunlin 

68 , redhead duck 

59. mourning dove 

69. horned grebe 

60. pied-billed grebe 

70. shoveller 

61, white-breafeted nuthatch 

71. bufflehead 

62. tree swallow 

72. gadwall 

63. Tennessee warbler 

73. lesser scaup 

64. orange-crowned warbler 

74. semi-palmated sandpiper 

65. Cape May warbler 

75. rock dove 
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NOTENORTH Y BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to October 19, 1980 - 257 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Oct. 

5 

16 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-necked Grebe 

Sep. 

13 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Oct, 

4 

1 North shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Double-crested 

Sep. 

14 

1 High L-vel 

Curry, Copeland 

Cormorant 

Oct. 

5 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Great Blue Heron 

Oct. 

7 

12 Valens Cons. Area 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Green Heron 

Sep. 

13 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Great Egret 

all Sep. 

6 Mountsberg Reservoir 

David Brewer 

Snowy Egret 

Sep. 

10L 

2 Tollgates Pond 

George Meyers 

Louisiana Hercn 

Sep. 

22 * 

1 Chedoke Sewer Hwy 403 Leslie A. Gray 

B.-c. Night Heron 

Sep. 

21 

20 East end of Bay 

McLaughlip, Waldhuber 

Mute Swan 

Sep. 

20 

1 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Lesser Snow Goose 

Oct. 

5F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Gadwall 

Sep. 

29 

200 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Northern Shoveler 

Sep. 

28 

65 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

White-wing. Scoter 

Sep. 

27 

4 Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Black Scoter 

Oct. 

19* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Westmore 

Ruddy Duck 

Sep. 

29 

15 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Turkey Vulture 

Sep. 

23 F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Oct. 

4 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sharp-shinned 

Sep. 

14 

30 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Hawk 

Sep. 

19 

1 Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


Sep. 

25 

1 Hwy. 8 ab've Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Oct. 

11 

1 Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furbor 

Cooper's H awk 

Oct. 

7 , 8 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Sep. 

14F 

1 migrant High Level 

Dave Copeland 

Red-shoulder. Hawk 

Oct. 

12 F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Sep. 

14 

36 0 High Level Bridge 

Curry, Copeland 


Sep. 

23 

34 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Bald Eagle 

early Sep. 

3 Mountsberg Cons. Area 

fide Dave Brewer 

Marsh Hawk 

Sep. 

14 

2 migrants High Level 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

7 

1 Valens Cons. Area 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Osprey 

Sep. 

14 

5 migrating High Level 

Dave Copeland 


Sep. 

20 

3 Grand River, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


Sep. 

21 

5 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Oct. 

8 

1 Grand River, York 

Bruce Duncan 

Merlin 

Sep. 

21 F 

1 Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Chauncey & S. Wood 


Sep. 

22 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Sep. 

24 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

American Kestrel 

Sep. 

7F 

5 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Sep. 

14 

21 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Sora 

Sep. 

20 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

21 

1 University Landing 

McLaughlin, ’Waldhuber 

Semipalmated 

Sep. 

13 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Plove r 

Oct. 

4 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Killdeer 

Sep. 

20 

105 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

American 

Sep. 

20 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Golden PloverSep.27, 28 3, 2 Tollgates Pond McLaughlin, Ch. hood 
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Black-b. Plover 

Sep. 

28 

18 

Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Sep. 

13 

1 

Van Wa.gner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

27 

3 

Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Greater Y ellcwlegsOct. 

7 

15 

Valens Cons. Area 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Solitary Sandpiper Sep. 

21 

1 

upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Sep. 

20 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Oct. 

4 

8 © 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

White-rumped Sandp.Oct. 

4F 

1 

Smithville Lagoons 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Sep. 

14 

1 

East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

13 

3 

Dundas Mmsh 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

20 , 27 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

4 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Dunlin 

Sep. 

14F 

4 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

20 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Ccmmon Dowitcher 

Sep. 

21 , 27 2 , 1 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Oct. 

4 

20 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Long-billed 

Sep. 

20 , 27 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

M. Clark; 'McLaughlin 

Dowitcher 

Oct. 

4 

1 

Dundas Harsh 

Michael Clark 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Sep. 

20 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

5 

3, 2 

Dundas M.; Tollgates 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Semipal. Sandpiper Sep. 

27 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

H udsonian Godwit 

Sep. 

27 * 28 

1 

Tollgates Pond 

McLaughlin; Ch. Wood 

Sanderling 

Sep. 

13 

15 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Wilson's Phalarope 

Oct. 

5 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Oct. 

4* 1 

imm. 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Forster's Tern 

Sep. 

21F 

1 East end of Bay 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Caspian Tern 

Oct. 

4L 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

K'-vin McLaughlin 

Ringed Turtle Dove July 

6 -- 

1 

Fidler's Green Carluke Marvin Grove 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Sep. 30L 

1 

Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 

Screech Owl 

Sep. 

24 

1 

Ta quanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Common Nighthawk 

Sep. 

21 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Oct. 

2 

1 

Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 

Chimney Swift 

Oct. 

3 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Ruby-throuted 

Sep. 

22 

1 

H wy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

H ummingbird 

Oct. 

13L 

1 

North Shord Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Y .-sh. Flicker 

Oct. 

7 

17 

Valens Con^. Area 

Te rn y. Anne Reid 

Mffi'gjjhew-bellied 

Sep. 

14F 

1 

East 25th Street 

Dorothy Andrus 

Sapsucker 

Oct. 

5 

2 

Dundas Trail Centre 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Oct. 

15 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma. Powell 

Eastern ?hoebe 

Oct. 

4 

1 

upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Y ellow-b. FlycatcherSep. 21 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Least Flycatcher 

Sep. 

13 

1 

upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

E. Wood Pewee 

Sep. 

13 

1 

upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Tree Swallow 

Oct. 

4 

8 CC 

Smithville Lagoons 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Rough-w. Swallow 

Oct. 

5 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Bam Swallow 

Oct. 

4 

1 

Smithville Lagoons 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Black-billed 

Sep. 

4* 

1 

Ccnc. 9 Puslinch Twp. 

David Brewer 

Magpie 




(flying NW in company 

with Blue Jays) 

Red-breasted 

Oct. 

7 

3 

Dundas Trail Centre 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Nuthatch 

Oct. 

19 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Brown Creeper 

Sep. 

23 F 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Sep. 

24 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tern Sc Anne Reid 

Winter Wren 

Sep. 

27F 

5 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Sep. 

28 

2 

Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 

Carolina Viren 

Sep. 

21 

1 

Dundas Marsh willows 

Michael Clark 

N. Mockingbird 

Oct. 

5 

1 

114 First Street North R. Waldhuteer 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

17 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 
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Hermit Thrush 

Sep. 

29E 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Oct. 

4 

2 Hwy. 8 abcv ri Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Oct. 

11 

2 Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Swainson's Thrush 

Oct. 

9 

1 North Shore lvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Veery 

Sep. 

12 

2 upp-r Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Bl.-gr. GnatcatcherSep. 

14 

1 Westdale Park 

Bob Westmore 

Golden-cr. Kinglet Sep. 

23 F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Ruby-cr. Kingle t 

Oct. 

7 

9 Valens Cons. Area 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Water Pipit 

Oct. 

4F 

5 Smithville Lagoons 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Sep. 

24 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Oct. 

4 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave Sc Thelma Powell 

Philadelphia Vireo Sep. 

4F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Oct. 

5 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Warbling Vireo 

Sep. 

13 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave Powell 

Black-and-White 

Sep. 

12 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Warbler 

Oct. 

4 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Michael Clark 

Nashville Warbler 

Sep. 

22F 

2 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma. Powell 


Oct. 

5 

1 East 25th Street 

Dorothy Andrus 

N . Parula. Warbler Sep. 

22F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma. Powell 

Magnolia ’Warbler 

Sep. 

12F 

1 upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Cape May Warbler 

Sep. 

22 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Black-throated 

Sep. 

12F 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Michael Clark 

Blue Warbler 

Oct. 

5 

1 Oriskany Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


Oct. 

10 

1 Gary Cr. Burlington 

Patricia Wood 

Myrtle Warbler 

Sep. 

13 

2 Dundas Marsh willows 

Michael Clerk 

Black-throated 

Sep. 

21F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Green Warbler 

Oct. 

5 

3 Dunda.s Tra.il Centre 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Oct. 

5 

2 Oriskany Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Blackburnian Warb. 

Sep. 

21 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma. Powell 

Chestnut-sided 

Sep. 

23 

4 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Warbler 

Oct. 

4 

2, 1 Dundas M.; N. Shore 

M. Clark; D. Powells 

Bay-br. Warbler 

Oct. 

4 

1 Smithville Lagoons 

K'vin McLaughlin 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Sep. 

22 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dav^ & Thelma Powell 

W. Palm Warbler 

Oct. 

19F 

4 Westdale Park 

Ian Halladay 

Ovenbird 

Sep. 

21 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Davr & Thelma Powell 

Wilson 1 s Warble r 

Sep. 

22 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

American Redstart 

Sep. 

13 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

22 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Baltimore Oriole 

Sep. 

20L 

2 D undas Marsjp 

Michael Clark 

Rusty Blackbird 

Sep. 

20F 

10 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

27 

30 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

7 

300 Valens Cons. Area 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Sca.rlet Tanager 

Sep. 

15 

1 East 25 th Street 

Dorothy Andrus 

Pine Siskin 

Oct. 

11 

55 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Oct. 

17 

50 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Rufous~s. Towhee 

Oct. 

17 

1 worth Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma. Powell 

Slate-colo red 

Sep. 

21F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Junco 

Sep. 

24 

4 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom St Anne Reid 

White-crowned 

Oct. 

IF 

1 0field Road 

Betty LeWame 

Sparrow 

Oct. 

3 

2 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Lincoln 1 s Sparrow 

Sep. 

29F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Oct. 

5 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 



MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB held Monday September 
8, 1980, at Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Burlington,Ontario at 0;00 p.m. - 

Hazel Broker, President, presided at this well-attended General Meeting 
and began by welcoming members to the new season of indoor meetings. 

She spoke of the positions still vacant on the Executive-those of 1st 
Vice-President and Field Events Director. 

It was moved by Hazel Broker, seconded by James Dowall that Dean Guglei 
be a new member of the Executive as Field Events Director, Carried, 

Hazel Broker thanked all the leaders of the summer field outings for 
their enthusiasm in continuing the programme started by Dr. Robert MacLaren, 

The outings had been very well-attended and everyone had pooled their know¬ 
ledge and learned a great deal. 

Hazel Broker announced for Marion Shivas, Sanctuary Director, that the 
'Uplands Woods' area next to the Puslinch Wetlands has been purchased and will 
be administered by the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. It will be 
named the 'Robert MacLaren Memorial Sanctuary'. 

It was announced that a meeting of Burlington members was to be held on 
September 10 to gather ideas for Burlington's 'Plan '00', which will deal with 
development of recreation areas in Burlington, 

The speaker for the evening, John Carey, a long-time member of the Club, 
was introduced by Norman Ralston, who spoke of John's international reputation 
in the field of nature photography, especially on the subject of bees. 

Before showing his film 'Life History of the Honey bee" John Carey began 
by outlining some of the significant features of the life and behaviour of 
honey bees, noting several instances of instinctive behaviour. 

Jim Dowall extended our thanks to JohnCarey, noting that we had been 
very privileged to see a superb film, which had entailed years of dedicated 
study to make. He was sure that it would stand the test of time. 

Bob and Mabel Stamp welcomed those members attending the meeting. Margaret 
Firth was in charge of Name Tags. In the absence of Shirley Element due to 
illness, Norman and Mary Pomfret provided delicious apple cider and doughnuts 
for refreshment after the programme, Phyllis Morrow manned the Group Show 
Screen, showing slides provided by Barry Cherriere, Kay and John Ryckman and 
Lois Evans. 

Barbara J. Reid, Secretary. 


ADVANCE NOTICE : - 

The Federation of Ontario Naturalists will celebrate its 50th Anniversary at 
the 1981 Annual Meeting to be held on the University of Western Ontario campus in 
London, Ont. May 22-24, 1981. The Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London are host 
ing this celebration. Mark this date on your calendar. 


AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM 

The film "Barren Ground Summer" will be presented by Steven Maslowski on 
Wednesday, November 12 at 8:00 p.m. at the RBG Centre. Admission is $2.50 for 
adults; $1.50 for students. Further information available by phoning 527-1158. 




44 

BINOCULARS ARE FOR THE BIRDS 


by Dan Proudfoot 


When word reached Norman Chesterfield at his mink farm near 
Wheatley, Ont., that a housewife somewhere east of Thunder Bay had 
made what was certain to be among Canada's outstanding bird sightings 
of the year, there really was only one thing to do: he left home immedi¬ 
ately. 


He always leaves home whenever a contact calls with news of an 
unusual bird sighting, for Norman Chesterfield is the leading bird lister 
in this country. If it can be said that an increasing number of Canadians 
are taking pleasure in the gentle pastime of birding, and the evidence 
suggests this is so, then it also can be stated that few approach it 
with Chesterfield's sense of competitiveness. 

So he drove the 300 km. to Toronto International Airport, flew 
to Thunder Bpy, met the person who had contacted him with news of the 
fork-tailed flycatcher, and left by car with him for the woman's house. 

At that time Chesterfield had a detailed list of hundreds of birds he 
had sighted in Canada. A rare bird like the fork-tailed flycatcher, 
ttfhich had strayed into northern Ontario from South America, offered a 
unique opportunity to add to the list. 

Rita Taylor, the housewife who spotted the bird, had been having 
lunch three days earlier when it had caught her eye, darting in front of 
the kitchen window and looking for all the world like an eastern kingbird, 
except for the long tail feathers that reminded her of calipers, 

Taylor isn't a competitive lister but she knows her northern 
birds, having taken notes on about 150 of them during the years. She 
recognized this one as being something special, even if she didn't know 
exactly why. She telephoned a knowledgeable friend in Thunder Bay who 
came quickly, along with a few other birding enthusiasts. This was how 
the oddity was identified and how the news eventually got to Chesterfield. 

Driving the 75 km. from Thunder Bay to Taylor's home near Dorion, 
Ont., gave Chesterfield plenty of time to discuss the fork-tailed flycat¬ 
cher, Only one had ever before been seen in Canada, in Nova Scotia 
several years ago. This one, Taylor had told him earlier in a telephone 
conversation, probably had "stowed away" on an ocean freighter. Regardless 
of how the bird came to this country, it had spent four hours on the day 
of its sighting, hungrily flitting after flies in Taylor's backyard. 

But the flycatcher was gone when Chesterfield arrived, and that 
was that. He spent the afternoon waiting, but the bird did not reappear. 
The weather had turned cool; the flycatcher undoubtedly was doomed. 

Chesterfield talks now about this near miss in the same way a 
retired hockey star might discuss a key play in a long-ago Stanley cup 
series. "I had my most successful trips in 1977," he said. "I rushed 
out to Regina and saw a whooping crane, a bird I'd never seen before in 
Canada. But I would have preferred that fork-tailed flycather-an extreme 
rarity. But that's birding. You don't always get the bird you've come 
to see." Implied in this anecdote about the one that got ax^ay is the 
central point of birding: it has challenges and rewards for anyone who 
takes to observing the fascinating feathered creatures. 
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Binoculars are for the Birds (continued) 

The lure of bird listing predates recorded history. Sketches 
of cranes andherons drawn in the Old Stone Age have been found on walls 
of caves in France and Spain. The ancient Sumerians in Mesopotamia 
devised a new type of artwork based on birds - doves carved in limestone 
and copper reliefs of eagles. The Mayas of Central America left impres¬ 
sive carvings of vultures, turkeys, and great horned owls. But the more 
classical stddy of birds began with Aristotle who raised this knowledge 
to the rank of a science, declaring that the detailed study of birds was 
a worthy occupation for the philosophic mind. He devised a simple classi¬ 
fication for the then-known birds, performed dissections, and even studied 
bird embryos. Ornithology (the formal title given to the science) suffered 
a setback in the Middle Ages when most science was suspect and it wasn't 
revived until the Renaissance. 

The first fecord of birds in Canada was found as early as 1007 in 
the writings of the Vikings where, in the Saga of Karlsefni, eider ducks 
were mentioned nesting on Belle Isle, off the shores of Newfoundland, In 
1497 John Cabot described black hawks, partridges, and eagles in his 
journals, and Jacques Cartier, in his voyage of 1534, not only wrote about 
the abundance of seabirds but gathered many of them for food. However, if 
these men were the first to chronicle birdlife in Canada, they weren't 
the last. 

Chesterfield had observed and taken detailed notes on more than 
4,500 species in many parts of the world, the second highest total among 
all those wh o belong to the American Birding Association. Yet Rita 
Taylor, who travels no farther than two kilometers from her home in 
search of birds, tops him in at least one unofficial category, having 
spotted the elusive flycather. 

Every level of this pastime - from the meticulous list keepers 
and dedicated sciendists to the casual watchers at window feeders - has 
it pleasures. A child at Pointe-des-Monts, Que., notices a robin for 
the first time and thinks it wonderful. At Brandon, Man., members of 
the local Junior Birders build nest boxes for the mountain bluebirds; 
the bluebird population had been diminishing since the fifties when an 
influx of stariings invaded their nests. Today the bluebirds are thriving 
again because of a network of volunteer-built nest boxes, stretching more 
than 3,2:-0 Urn. through Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. There are 
more serious observers, too, at places such as Bonaventure Island, off 
Perce, Que., where ornithologists count the nests of the endangered 
gannets, spectacular birds with two-metre wingspans. 

Nowhere is there such activity in spring, however, than at Point 
Pelee National Park, the southernmost tip of Canada. The park reaches so 
far south into Lake Erie that it is on the same latitude as northern Cali¬ 
fornia, The unique location has allowed for the growth of a type of 
forest that makes it a natural resting-place for migrating birds. To 
date about 324 species had been identified at Pelee, "No other spot in 
the interior of the continent can offer the bird lister more action on a 
good day in May or September," says Roger Tory Peterson, the ornithologist 
whose field guides are standard equipment for most birders. 

The scopfe of Pelee's spring spectacle - an accomplished birder 
can see 100 species in a single day - attracts an incredible range of 
birders. On a peak day in May, 1977, park officials recorded 2,137 
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Binoculars are for the Birds (continued ) 

cars and estimated attendance at more than 6,000. Many, to be sure, were 
neophytes. Yet, the place is perfect for feeginners because of the crowds 
of more-experienced birders eager to help, Walking along the sunny trails 
through orchard and sxtfamp, one is sure to encounter clusters of people 
hastily raising binoculars to their eyes. "A wood thrush," one will 
whisper to a newcomer,"that 1 s a really good bird to identify." 

Quickly one learns to listen in, whenever possible, on conver¬ 
sations about what's been spotted elsewhere on the point. "Pierre Berton's 
out on the trail," I overheard a young American confide to a friend. 

"He's a famous Canadian writer. I'M thinking of looking for him." But 
usually the name-dropping involves birds. 

The fascination with birding is growing across the country, 
Certainly the sale of books on birds has increased. According to Alice 
White, manager of the Mature Canada bookstore in Ottawa, sales have more 
than doubled in the past year. The circulation of the Audubon Society 
magazine, American Birds, has grown 300 percent since 1971, according to 
its editor, Robert Arbib. The magazine has created two new Canadian 
regions in its reporting on bird species, separating Quebec from a region 
that once included part of the northeastern United States and adding north¬ 
west Canada, The Canadian Nature Federation has found stability after a 
period of struggle following its 1971 beginning. 

Long-time birders are enthusiastic about the number of newcomers 
who become committed to a greater degree than was common in earlier years. 
The image of the bird watcher as a frail eccentric also has changed. The 
real birder is more likely a doer, attracted to ornithology for relaxation 
and exercise. 

The path from beginning bird watcher to avid birder is deceptively 
smooth. Consider, for example, Peter Gilchrist, a young lawyer from 
Toronto, and his wife, Roberta, who first found themselves taking a second 
look at birds while on a vacation in Prince Edward Island, "The red-winged 
blackbirds," Gilchrist recalls, "would fly away from the side of the road, 
banking as ifto show off their red epaulets. That's what got us talking," 

However, the innocent observation of other common but spectacular 
birds, such as the cardinal, led the Gilchrists inexorably to a common 
experience shared by all birders; the sighting of a fascinating mystery 
bird. It happened one Sunday when they were out for a country drive. 

They saw a beautiful bird, stopped the car, and tried to identify it. 

Could it be a cedar waxwing*? "Much later we were talking with a friend 
who's an experienced birder, and we put together the pieces, just like in 
a detective story," says Gilchrist. "It turned out we were right; it had 
been a cedar waxwing. Right then we were hooked on birding." 

That was six years ago. The acquisition of binoculars and copies 
of Peterson's Field Guide to the Birds followed quickly; then came longer 
and longer trips in search of birds - as far away as Florida and Egypt. 
Gilchrist now has a lifetime list of more than 500 birds, and his wife 
has about 350. Their enthusiasm has grown with their travels. 

Many serious birders, however, feel it's unnecessary to leave their 
oxm cities,and some make it a point of pride to stay within the borders 
of their home towns. Roger Powley, an audio expert and member of the 
Toronto Field Naturalists' Club, says that he's had some of his greatest 
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Binoculars are for the Birds (continued) 

pleasures in birding from stalking in a marsh beside raised subway 
tracks in Toronto. "I'd find myself checking off a northern shoveler 
duck, or some such species on my list, as a train rumbled overhead," 

If observing and listing the birds is not enough, special count 
days seem to attract a large number of birders to local birding groups 
across the country. "On a day when we're having a high-count competi¬ 
tion, we might see 20 teenagers turn up," says Dr. Roger Foxall, presi¬ 
dent of the Ottawa Field Naturalists' Club. 

Birding club activities range from the counting and banding of 
birds to group outings and photography sessions. There's a club for 
almost everyone, from the Margaret Nice Ornithological Society in 
Toronto, with limited membership for women only, to Club des ornitholo- 
ques due Quebec, Inc., headquartered in Orsainville, Que. The Quebec 
group has abo&t 1,500 members and has plans to put all its listings 
since 1955 oncomputer. 

The success of the American Birding Association indicates the 
interest birders have taken in international standings. The ABA started 
as J&me&'A. Tucker's idea of an amusing Christmas nex^sletter, sent from 
his Austin Texas home to birding friends, containing references of the 
number of species each of them had seen. But the demand for the Christ¬ 
mas bulletins grew during the sixties and seventies, prompting the publi¬ 
shing of the ABA news magazine, Birding, which now has a circulation of 
3,500, In each issue there are the standings for single-year sightings 
and the lifetime lists for Canada, Mexico and the United States. 

The top birder in Quebec, for instance, is Michel Gosselin, a 26 
year old Montreal draftsman, who has seen 308 species in the province, 
"I've been interested in birds from the time I was a little boy, when I 
used to find bird pictures in every box of Red Rose tea," Gosselin says. 
One of the choice locations for bird watching in Montreal is atop Mont 
Saint-Hilaire, where there's a sanctuary owned by McGill University. 

The fact that outrageous cheating could be perpetrated in com¬ 
petitive bird listing and isn't, is one example of man's finer ".side 
shining through. There also is an unexpected amount of sharing among 
ranking competitors in spite of the seriousness with which they view 
their ABA combat. Norman Chesterfield set out two years ago to earn the 
unofficial title of "No. 1 Canadian bird-list holder," hitherto the pro¬ 
perty of Eric Tull, an environmental consultant from Edmonton. Late in 
1977, when competition between the two was at its peak, I telephoned 
each to ask how it was going. I found it difficult to believe xdien 
Chesterfield asked me to mention to Tull that a contact had told hinn 
about a rare emperor goose sighted in Vancouver: he couldn't make it 
west to see the bird, but perhaps Tull could. 

That doesn't mean there isn't some wonderful one-upmanship 
practised in the field, some spirited name-dropping, and some out-and- 
out bragging - varying, of course, in quality according to the stature 
of the birders. At Point Pelee one might hear a slightly experienced 
birder replying to a beginner who claims to have just seen a xvarbler: 

"But what kind, I've counted 15 different xtfarblers already this mor¬ 
ning." However, the verbal fencing at the top is considerably less 
obvious. 
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Binoculars are for the Birds (continued ) 

There was a time last summer when Chesterfield and Tull Found 
themselves leaving from Bamfield, B.C., on the same expedition for sea 
birds. Each was in awe of the other because each had been told by friends 
that his oppenent now had a Canadian list of 450 bird sightings, "I thought 
to myself, "I'll never get 450,'" Chesterfield recalls. "There have been 
only 537 species recorded in Canada, Some are extinct now and several 
haven't been seen for years, I might get 445, but not 450." 

And Tull, 33 years old and little more than half his challenger's 
age, was similarly dismayed at the news that Chesterfield had 450 birds 
to' his; credit. For the longest time neither took the risk of actually 
asking directly how many the other had recorded. 

The true score, it turned out, was Chesterfield 440, Tull 435, 

Tull had been done in by Chesterfield's extensive travels in 1977 - from 
Machias Seal Island, off the coast of New Brunswick to see a razor bill, 
to Banff for a pygmy owl. For the remainder of their pelagic outing Tull 
kidded Chesterfield, questioning the validity of his sightings in waters 
anywhere near the United States. But Chesterfield cheerfully continued 
increasing his score, eventually taking trips to both Canadian coasts again 
at Christmas to finish the year with 445. 

Birding's growth, which Chesterfield compares to golf at an 
early stage of its development ("both pastimes xvere considered silly 
until they got some exposure"), enhances the lot of all those who prac¬ 
tise it. There's no longer the same embarrassment about being seen 
walking along city streets with binoculars. "You used to try to keep 
them hidden," confides Peter Iden, a prominent Toronto birder. "People 
would think you must be a Peeping Tom." Still, memories die hard of the 
days when birders were known as "Quixotes among the trees." 

After all, what passerby could fathom the sight of an intrepid 
birder shaking a tree in an attempt to stir up a saw-whet owl? What 
non birder could understand the spectacle of a grown man in a forest, 
playing a portable tape recording of a rare bird, getting an answer, 
stealing closer to the replying bird... and finally finding another 
birder playing the same tape in the same quest? 

Small wonder that so many birders have such an exquisite sense 
of the ridiculous. The funniest stories about birders, inevitably, are 
those told by the birders themselves. Peter Gilchrist, for example, tells 
of the horror that he and a few fellow birders felt at the sight of a 
sparrow being gobbled whole by a large, hungry herring gull. 

"Apparently," says Gilchrist, "none of us had ever stopped to 
think that gulls did such 'nasty' things. At any rate, three older 
ladies were particularly upset by this gruesome sight. What makes the 
incident worth remembering is the explanation that an experienced birder 
in our group used to calm doxm the three xvomen. 'Ladies," he said, 'Not 
to xrorry; it was merely a transfer of energy.'" 

None of this sense of the ridiculous, hox/ever, reduces birding's 
value in daily life, "You get involved in birding," Pierre Berton says, 
"and you find yourself interested in all aspects of nature, all forms 
of life." The birds respond to the environment and when some undesirable 
change in their surroundings takes place, the birders make themselves 
heard. 
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Binoculars are for the Birds (continued ) 

When first constructed, the CM Tower in Toronto was a killer of 
migrating birds until birders expressed their concern. The birds were 
crashing into the tower, drawn by its aircraft warning lights. CN 
officials responded by reducing the frequency of the lights from 40 to 
10 flashes per minute, thus reducing their attraction. Across the country 
there are other examples of businesses and birders communicating in the 
interest of nature; in Alberta, for instance, birders and naturalists con¬ 
vinced CN Telecommunications to review its plans to build a tower near 
the nesting area of the whooping cranes in Wood Buffalo National Park. 

Increased interest also has benefited the science of birding in 
Canada. "Standards are improving," says Clive Goodwin, secretary of the 
Ontario Ornithological Records Committee. "It's now known, for instance, 
that a sabine's gull is not a rare bird on Lake Ontario; whereas 15 years 
ago it was considered very rare. This is because few people at that time 
had taken a boat onto the lake to Hook for the bird. Now it's a common¬ 
place occurrence." 

There are more rare-bird committees in more cities and more "hot 
bird alerts," as the telephone networks among city enthusiasts are known. 
More birders also are looking up fellow enthusiasts wherever they travel, 
making use of the local expertise to find new birds. And, as Normand David 
president of the Club des ornithologues du Quebec, Inc., points out, 
birding is bound to grow in popularity as people become more committed to 
preservation of the natural environment. 

I suspect very few rare birds get into the country now without 
being seen," says W. Earl Godfrey, author of the standard reference work 
Birds of Canada and curator emeritus of ornithology at the National Museum 
of Canada in Ottawa. "Having so many observers in the field has contri¬ 
buted tremendously in a scientific way." 

But it's the deep satisfaction, not the science, that draws 
most people to birding. " A beginner often has a lot more fun than the 
expert," says Norman Chesterfield. "I overhear inexperienced birders in 
the field, and they sound just delighted with whatever they've identified. 
They feel what I would have experienced had I sighted my fork-tailed fly¬ 
catcher." 


(reprinted from The Review (Imperial Oil Ltd.) Vol.62(4),1978) 
(submitted by Robert C. Doering) 


ANOTHER BEAUTI FUL CHRIST MAS CARD by ROB ER T BATEM AN 

The 1980 Christmas Card of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
features a Screech Owl in snow-coverod Hemlock from an original paint¬ 
ing by Robert Bateman. 

Message. ttg eason i s greetings and best wishes for the coming year." 

Size & Quantity: 4 t" wide, 7" deep; 10 cards per packet 

Price: (The following prices include postage and handling) 

1-5 packs - $3-50 per pack; 6-10 packs - $3.25 per pack. 
(Hasti-notes are also available at the same prices) 

Order by mail from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 

355 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, Ont. M3B 2W8. Enclose cheque with 
your order. 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB held Monday, October 6, 
1980 at Royal Botanical Gardens Cen tr e, Burli ngton , Ontario at 8:00 pain_ _ 


Hazel Broker presided at this General Meeting, She welcomed the over 100 
members and guests. 

She thanked Ruth and Wallace Hopkins for greeting members and guests and 
John Giles, Bill Gilmour, George Globe and Jill Loosley for providing slides for 
the foyer presentation. 

Hazel Broker reminded members of the upcoming hikes to our Sanctuaries at 
Short Hills and Spooky Hollow and of tho very important work party at Spooky 
Hollow on November 1, when a great deal of work will be necessary. 


She also announced that Marvin Grove has agreed to be in charge of the 
Exchange Publications. 

Hazel Broker outlined the background to a petition, which she hoped members 
would sign, on tho problem of the Common Tern at Port Colborne. The petition to 
the Federal Government is being organized by Erno Rossi and makes two requests: 

(a) that all work on the heliport at Port Colborne be halted until an Environ¬ 
mental Study be done and (b) that the Common Tern nesting colony be made a Federal 
Nature Reserve. 

John Ellis from the "Save the Valley Committee" outlined the history of the 
proposed expressway through the Red Hill Creek Valley and the attempts to prevent 
its building. Among other things, Van Wagner's Marsh would disappear if the road 
is built. An Environmental Assessment Hearing and an O.N.B. Hearing will have 
to take place. He asked members to challenge their local politicians during the 
forthcoming Municipal Election Campaigns and also write to Dr. Harry Pax-rott, 
Ontario Minister of the Environment. The committee will need all the financial 
and physical support we can give them. 

Norman Ralston introduced Mr. Jack Lord, one of our members and a naturalist 
with the R.B.G. working on Extension Services and with the R.B.G's Outreach 
Programme. 

Jack presented a fascinating slide show with commentary entitles "Beads, 
Rattles and Wood Smoke". This explored aspects of the Indian culture of the 
Six Nations Reserve near Brantford, Ont. The Indian tribes living there are 
descendants of the agricultural tribes of Southern Ontario. Jack, who has re¬ 
searched extensively with members of the reserve, explained some of the customs 
and artifacts of the tribes. He then showed many of the approximately 200 plants, 
which are used as food and medicinal remedies, describing particular parts used 
and methods of preparation. 

Ron Hepworth thanked Jack for a very informative and interesting presentation. 

Shirley Klement and Charlie Zimmerman provided coffee and doughnuts after 
the programme. 


Barbara J. Reid, Secretary 


***** ==n===r===^========== ***** 

FROM THE EDITOR 

COLLATING SCHEDULE : 

Credit for this month's collating and mailing of the WOOD DUCK goes to 
Percy and Betty Wykes, Bob Stamp, Evelyn Morris and Bob Doering along with 
Sheila Forbes who has been faithfully nursing our ancient collating machine along. 
How long will it hold together? 

Volunteers are still required to fill the schedule for next month. So far, 
only the following members have signed up. 


(continued at bottom of next page) 
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Mr. Bruce Duncan ^5® ^El 765-3322 

Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1A0 

Wood Duck Editor Mr. Ronald Hepworth 632-7694 

259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ontario L7L 4V8 

Field Events Mr. Dean Gugler 528-7169 

2 - 154 Emerson Street, Hamilton,Ontario L8S 2X9 

Social Ms. Shirley Klement 634-8062 

1375 Mountain Grove Road, Burlington, Ontario L7P 3B9 

Director-at-Large Mr. John Mclnally 945-4402 

21 Lakeside Drive, Grimsby, Ontario L3M 2K9 

WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Melvyn & Margaret Foster, 2100 Britannia Rd.,R,R, Campbellville LOP 1B0 

Edward J.M. Burns, 209 Alderorost Ave., Hamilton, Ontario L9B 1L5 

Terry Pratt, 116 Oak St,, East,Leamington, Ontario NGH 2C9 

Miss Florence Roper, 903 Mohawk Rd.,East,#508,Hamilton,Ontario L8T 2R7 

Mr. & Mrs'. Doug Young, 26 Price Ave, ,Hamilton,Ontario L9C 1K3 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred DuCheneau, 1098 Dovercourt Ave., Burlington,Ontario L7T 3C5 

Mr. & Mrs, R.D. Phillipson, 665 Glen Moor Crescent, Burlington,Ontario L7N 2Z8 

Miss Sarah Ewart, 115 Seaton St., Toronto, Ontario M5A 2T2 


Collating Schedule - (cont'd from page 50) 

Monday, November 24 , 1980 - Norm Ralston, Bruce Duncan? 

Monday. December 29. 1980 - Jeff Blezius, Laurel North. 

Remember to sign the list which will be posted at the November meeting. We 
need and appreciate your help. 

******* * * 


Publicity 

Sanctuary 

Conservation 







The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 

* .Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 

* published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 

* Z”.'.'..Imailed free to members .Contributions for publication are most welcome 

* .i an d should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 

* '::::::::] Burlin gton f Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
*ZZZZiof the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 

* .(without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- 

*f::::::::::::::j W orthy Bird Records to Geo. North,857 Eagle 



















































